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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claims 20 and 26 are objected to because of the following informalities: claims 20 and 
26 claim that two adjustment means and two removable adjustment knobs are located on 
opposite sides of the microscope. The claim language leave open the possibility that the two 
adjustment means are separate from the two adjustment knobs. The examiner suggests changing 
the claim language to "two adjustment means, each having a removable adjustment knob," or 
some similar language to make it clear that the adjustment knob is part of the adjustment means. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(f) he did not himself invent the subject matter sought to be patented. 

Claims 1-3, 5-7, 9, 1 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(f) because the applicant 
did not invent the claimed subject matter. 

Bonaventura (US 2004/0246571) has a different inventive entity as the current 
application. Bonaventura (US 2004/0246571) also has no assignee while the current application 
is assigned to Leica Microsystems Wetzler GmbH. 
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Regarding claims 1 and 5, Bonaventura discloses a removable interchangeable 
adjustment knob (12) magnetically fastenable to an adjustment means (para. 0023). 

Regarding claims 2 and 6, Bonaventure discloses the adjustment means has a rotatable 
shaft (para. 0023). 

Regarding claims 3 and 7, Bonaventura disclose the adjustment knob is adapted for 
complementary magnetically attractive engagement with the adjustment means (Fig. 2; para. 
0023). 

Regarding claim 9, Bonaventure discloses a second adjustment means (12; Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 1 1, Bonaventura discloses the removable interchangeable adjustment 
knob is magnetically fastenable to the second adjustment means (para. 0023). 

Regarding claim 12, Bonaventure discloses the adjustment means comprising a first 
adjustment knob (12) and a removable adjustment knob (12; Fig. 1), the first adjustment knob 
and the removable adjustment knob coaxial and independently rotatable with respect to one 
another (Fig. 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed. or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4, 8, 10 and 13-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bonaventura (US 2004/0246571). 
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Regarding claims 4, 8, 13, 14, 22 and 27, Bonaventura teaches the adjustment means 
comprise adjusting the objective lens (para. 0022). Bonaventura further teaches a rotatable shaft 
(para. 0023) and reliably fastening the adjustment knob (para. 0023). Bonaventura lacks specific 
reference to a focus means. It is extremely well known in the art that adjusting the objective lens 
can change the focusing of a microscope. Official Notice is taken. It would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the 
Bonaventura invention adjust the focusing means of the microscope by adjusting the objective 
lens as is known in the art for the purpose of aligning the objective within the microscope (para. 

0022) . 

Regarding claim 15, Bonaventura teaches the removable adjustment knob is fastenable by 
means operatively arranged for preventing separating movement of the removable adjustment 
knob axially away therefrom and the second means tending to allow rotation with the removable 
adjustment knob (para. 0023). 

Regarding claims 16, 23 and 29, Bonaventura teaches the means is magnetic (para. 

0023) . 

Regarding claims 17, 24 and 30, Bonaventura teaches the second means comprising pin 
(18) means extending axially from the removable adjustment knob and pin receiving means 
complementarily extending axially from the attached location (Fig. 2; para. 0023). 

Regarding claims 18, 25 and 31, Bonaventura teaches one of the pin means and pin 
receiving means is formed of magnetic material and the other is magnetically attractable material 
(para. 0023). 
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Regarding claim 19, Bonaventura teaches the invention as claimed but lacks reference to 
moving the microscope stage. It is extremely well known in the art to move the microscope 
stage in the vertical direction to adjust the focusing of a microscope. Official Notice is taken. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have the Bonaventura invention include a microscope stage movable in a vertical direction as is 
known in the art for the purpose of adjusting the focusing of a microscope. 

Regarding claims 20 and 26, Bonaventura teaches at least two adjustment means and two 
removable adjustment knobs disposed on opposite sides of the microscope (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claims 21, 28 and 32, Bonaventura teaches the invention as claimed but lacks 
reference to one adjustment knob being longer than the other. It has been held (In re Reinhart) 
that changes in size are within the skill of one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made. One would have been motivated to change the size of one of the adjustment knobs 
for the purpose of connecting to a magnetic socket deeper within the body of the microscope. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joshua L. Pritchett whose telephone number is 571-272-23 18. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:00 - 3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Drew A. Dunn can be reached on 571-272-23 12. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JLP 




DREW A. DUNN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



